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FOR THE-=« 4 1&9 


LAWYERS: 


Who are hereby declared to be the grand 


Robbers & Pecetvers of the Nation; 
Greedily devouring yearely many 


Millions of the Peoples Money, 
To which i added, 


A Word to the Paxtiane NT ; 


AND 


A Word to the Arm Y» 


By William (ole, 
A LOVER of his COUNTREY, 
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Ifa.10.1,2./0 unto them that decree unrighteou Decyeer,and that 
write grievon/neſs that they have preſcribed; to turn afide the 
needy from judgement and 10 take awaythe right from the poor of 
my people, that Widows may be (heir prey, and that they may rob 
the fatherleſs. 

1ſa.3-14. The ſpoil of the poor is in your houſes, 
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Courteous Reader , 


Ad not my AﬀeRtons to my Countrey»men 
H-- engaged me, then any particular En- 
mity 1 have againi#t the Lawyers corrapt in” 
tereſt by any damage 1 have ſuſtained by 
them, I ſhould have forborn publiſhing theſe enſuing 
Lines, But if the very Heathens could ſay, Non ſ{o- 
lum nobis nati fumus : Me are not onely bo for our 
ſelves, bat that next tothe Duty we owe to God, we are 
bound every inditidual man to be a helpful member 
to his Countrey : why ſhould 1 or any man keep ſts 
tence, whili# this peſtiferous Generation of the Laws 
yers runs from City to Countrey , ſeeking whom they may 
detour, 
It is thy duty as well as mine, to ery aloud for juſtice a- 
g4inft them: 1t 1s thy duty and every honeft Engliſh maus in 
the Land, to take care bereafter never to chuſe any of that 
Generation to make Laws for us; 7ſay, noo chaſe them 
for Parliament- men : were not there too maiy of them 
now tn this preſent Parliament , 1 ſhould hope and ex- 
pet far better things then now T1 do; but now God is pulling 
down the High and M:yghty,s diſcovering the wickedneſs 
A2 IE of 


of men in Power , bath ( moſt miraculouſly ) ſlain the 
lory of Princes, 1 canwith confidence ſay, Deus dabit 
is quoque finem, I do — deſpair but that 


before 1 dye , 1 may ſee the Inns of Courts, or Deus of 
Thieves, converted inte Hoſpitals, which were & rare 
piece of Juſtice; that ſo 4s they formerly bave tmmured 
thoſe that robbed the _ of hauſes, ſo they may at laſt pre- 
| ſervethe poor themſelves, 


> 


Hat the end of all Laws and Magiſtracy ought 
= principally to tend to the eaſe, ſafety , and 
SI [PW well-being of the people governed, I preſume 
VL) C2 no rational man, or men will deny : Andin- 

Peggy deed therefore it's the uſual cry and ſaying 
both amongſt the Maſters of Oppreſſion,the Lawyers, & the 
ignorant people thatknow no better, That the Laws of Eng- 
land, as alſo the ways of executing them, are the ſafeſt and 
beſt in the World; and whoſoever ſhall alter the ſaid Laws, 
or ways of executing chem,wil unavoidably introduce a miſ- 
chief inſtead of a benefit.But to thoſe is anſwered, That the 
major part of the Laws made in this Nation, are founded on 
principles of tyranny, fallacy, and oppreſſion, for the profic 
and benefit of thoſe that made them : For know this, that 
when William the Baſtard-Duke of Normandy,undertook to 
conquer this Nation , he was not fingly himſelf able co raiſe 
money or men enough to perform ſuch a Deſign without the 
voluntary conjunRton of moſt of the Nobles and Gentry 
that were his Subjefts,who ſold and morgaged almolt all the 
Lands and Ettates chey had in Normazay,to farniſh them out 
in char deſ:p11, Now therefore when the faid 7:12am had con» 
quered chis Nation, he wasentorced to ſuffer thoſe his Nor- | 
Mg” 
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manPeers to ſhare with him in the benefit, as they voluntarily 
did inthe hazard:From hence it came to paſs,that he the ſaid 
Conqueror and his Nobles'made a diviſion of the Land a- 
mongſt themſelves, and whoſoever were Tenants to the ſaid 
Conquerors,held all their Lands for a long ſpace in vaſſalage 
under them , meerly at their will and mercy j whereupon 
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all laws were made in French,& it was accounted a baſe thing 
in England,to be called an Engliſh man: Then did'thefe Con- 
querors make ſuch Laws as ſuited beſt to keep the people in 
ſlavery and ſubjeRion, as the Engliſh now uſe the Iriſh, that 
they mighr have all the benefit they poſſibly could ſcrew our 
of the people. Hence came it to paſs that all penal Laws 
were made for the benefit of the King,the Lords of Manors, 
and other great Officers who were the Kings creatures, this 
was, and ſtill is the ground and reaſon why the life of man, 
which aſſurecly by the Law of Reaſon is ſufficient to anſwer 
any crime, was not alone taken away upon conviRion of 
Treaſon, Murther,or Felony, but alſo the Eſtates of offendors 
were forfeited by Law to the King, or Lord of the Mannor, 
which hath been the cauſe that many an innocent hath ſuf. 
fered,as Natoth,who was deſtroyed by Ahab,that ſo he mighe 
enjoy his Vineyard : Theſe Laws were not before the Con- 
queſt, neither have bcen ſince the Conqueſt ever introduced 
in Kent, which County ſubmitted to the ſaid Duke of Nor» 
mandy, reſerving to themſelves their Laws and Rights ; and 
therefore it is the ſaying in Kent, The Father to the bow, and 
the Son to the plongh: And ſurely in that County is as little 
robbing, murthering &c. as in other Counties; and there- 
fore there is not ſuch neceſſity for that Law, as ſome Sophi- 
ſters pretend, to keep the people in dread and awe: Neither 
indeed doI think thereis ſuch an abſolute neceſſity for the 
banging men for theſt, but as heretofore in the Nation; there 
may be another way found out more agreeable to the Laws 
ot God & reaſon,ſor puniſhing of theft as ſelling to forreign 
Plantations, or the like, &c. Buc if at !aft the Law to han 
Thieves muſt continue, I wiſhit may rake ho!d of the great 
onesfirit, lel} we renew the praRtice once in Athens, where 
they hanged none but little thieves, & the great thieves pro- 
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nounced ſentence, Verbam ſat /apients: Tam more afraid of 
thoſe that rob by power of a Law,then thoſe that ſneakingly 
endeavour to take my purſe on the high-way. Now although 
it may be alledged,(and truly that is all.for by reaſon it can- 
not be proved)that there is (ome reaſon for the forfeiting 
theEſtates aforeſaid; yer at leaſt ler the party damnified be the 
Injoyer, or the wife and Children of the perſon murthered : 
Bue why there ſhould come forteitures on ſhips caſt away, 
driven up to full Sea-mark, to lole the beſt cable and anchor; 
men to be carried away into ſlaverie, taken at ſea, the ſhip 
remaining with her lading firm and ſound, to be forfeited to 
the Lord Admiral for a Deadand to be forfeited; to (ay, if a 
horſe drown his maſter, the horſe to be forfeited, and this 
to be pleaded for; or many ſuch Lawes to be grounded on 
reaſon, is ſo ridiculous, that I think the firſt and grand decei- 
ver of mankind,cannot find ſophiſtry enough to furniſh the 
Lawyers with to plead for it. 

But ſome will ſay, That although we were conquered, et your 
Noble Anceſtors, by dint of Sword in the Barons VVars, regain- 
ed their freedome, and inforced the King to condeſcend to that fa 
mons Law, called Magna Charta. ; 
_ For Anſwer, know this, That when the Nobles in thoſe 

-gayes found the King altogether inclined to his Minions,and 
Flatterers,and thereby made Laws to enſlave the faid Nobles 
as well as the Commons had been before, they ſaw there was 
a neceflity for them to ſtand up for their own Priviledges, 
who being popular, what by fear and love,they engaged the 
Commons with them in War, and took the King Priſoner, 
forcing him toconſent to all things that were neceſſary, . to 
preſerve themſelves from theKings will, but never in the leaſt 
aRed from any love to the poor Commons, but what they 
were abſolutely neceſſitated tozneither freed the ſaid Com- 
mons from the bondage they were in to themſelves, Now as 
all the laws of the land bave been made by the King, the great 
Lords, Gentry and Lawyers, when the lower Houſe, (one 
third part whereof uſually conſiſted of Lawyers) had grati- 
tified the King and upper Houſe; ſo alſo did che King gratifie 
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the lower Honſe, both the Gentry and Lawyers,and agreed, 
to Laws for their Advantage; for indeedis it not much for 
the advantage of the Gentry, that- ſeeing the Laws are ſo 
corrupt,and chargeable, they thereby-can, and indeed have 
done, and in molt parts do ſtill keep the poor in ſuch; ſubje- 
Rion,that not only their own Tenants, bat other poor that 
live near them, muſt run and go,and work,and-obey them as 
they ſhall-pleaſe tocommand them,elſe they run the hazard 
of being undone. And what advantage the charge and delay 
of Law ſuits is to the great Lawyers ; you may judge; how 
have ſome Lawyers from being worth nothing but their 
Books,come to purchaſe thouſands yearly Lands,as it is com- 
monly called by the fins of the people;this is the reaſon why 
Parliaments have not made the Nation free, our pretending 
deliverers have been our dſtroyers,and indeed it was irratio- 
nal to expe better things ? Who will expe& Grapes from 
Thorns, or Figs from Thiſtles? Who will expe& Eaſe from 
Oppreſlion, from Maſters of Oppreſſion,the Lawyers?if yon 
will have clean ſtreams flow from the Fountain, you mult be 
ſure tocleanſe the Fountain ir ſelf. 

That the Lawyers have only ſought their own advantage, 
alchough to the total impoveriſhing the Nation , conſider 
this following. p 

1 have often both in City and Country, made as near an In- 
qQuiry as poſſibly could in a general way, what number of 
Lawyers there might be in England and Wales,in all Offices, 
as Judges, Maſters of Chancery, Serjeants at Law, Counſel 
lours, Atturnies, Solicitors, with the reſt of the rabblez and 
I cannot find by Calculation, but that there are great and 
ſmall, Maſters and ſervants, by the beſt accompr I can eſti- 
mate, above thirty thouſand. Now conſider at what bigh 
rates the very meaneſt 'of theſe liveth, ſee but a'very _ 
Hackney,& you will find he goerh clothed in a Gentile gar 
and all bis Family, he keeps company with the Gentry, and 
yet uſually quickly getterh an Eſtate over and above his ex- 
pences, which cannot poſſhbly be leſſe then one hundred and 
tifty pounds per an»#m.Now if ſuch Country Lawyers m at 
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that rate, bringing the Judges,Maſters of Rolls,Counſellors, 
Atturneys,' Regiſters, Cam multz Ali, in the Common 
Law, Chancery, and Admiralty , and yon will find that this 
Mercenary generation, one with another, do not receive 
leſs yearly from the peop'e, in their Law-practice, I ſay, the 
number of thirty thouſand, then two hundred & fifty pounds 
per annum each man; What it ſome have bot fifty, then know 
ſome have thouſands; Surely I believe that Pridearx and 
HMajnard wil not, nor cannot deny it.Now at this rate, to ſay 
250.pounds per annum to exch Lawyer, theſe thirty thouſand 
receive ſeaven millions and a half of money yearly, which is 
ſeventy five bundred thouſand pounds,and what a chargeare 
the people at to attend their tedious & vexatious trials. Con- 
ſider what it doth coſt to ride and go from all Countreys 
and Towns to London, to attend the terms, it cannot beleſs 
then one Million of Money yearly, and to what purpoſe, 
obſerve. 

Whoſoever contends in Law againft another either for 
Land, Debt or Treſpaſs, muli by the Law try his Title, Debe 
or Damage, by witneſs after it hath been never fo long de- 
layed by Sophiltry,quirks and quibbles of the Lawyers. Now 
therefore it mnſt be of neceflity proved at the laſt : Why 
is it r.0t better to have it tried in the Neighbourhood, while 
itis freſh, green and new, when the Witneſſes are alive, and 
in places wherein their lives and converſations are known, 
then ſeven, ten, twenty,or thirty years 8fter the ſuit is com- 
menced, when Knights of the Poſt may be taken as Witneſ- 
ſes, when the Lawyers ſhall baffle and confound Witneſs & 
Jury by their impudent ſophiſiry and prattle,when things ar 
great Courts and Aſſizes are paſſed over in hugger mugger 
tor want of time to examine them, there being more care ta- 
ken to keeg a preciſe hour for a Dinner , then preciſely and 
firiatly to ſee the execotion of Juſtice and true Judgement 
in behalf of the poor, the fatherleſs, and when either party 
ſees he is like to have the worſt by common Law, then they 
haveliberty to remove unto the Chancerv, wherea ſuit com- 


monly depends as ſong as a Buffe Coat will endure wo 
eſpe- 
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eſpecially if the Parties have, as its ſaid, good ftomacks 8 
ftrong purſes;burt when caeir purſes grew-empty,their ſto- 
macks fail;zcrhen when no more cor11 18 like to be brought 
to the Lawyers mill,it's uſual to ordain ſome men to hear 
& end the baſineſs;but alas then ics too late,for then pro- 
bably both parties,or 4c leaſt one of them, are ruined ut- 
terly in prolecuting the ſuic,want of his itock,8& following 
of his calling, Whar a folly is ir,tnat ail bargains in trade 
& commerce,forrain & domeſtick,muft unavoydably run 
1n:9tins channel,to be debaced by Lawyers, that under- 
{nd ir as liccle as they have uprightneſs, & be tryed by 
Jury men,of wh.ca probably not one ofche number hath 
the leatt knowleilg in Merchandize. What an injuſtice is it 
that ai Wilis mult be prove i2 Lena atiucha vain charg 
& diſtance from the place vvnere the parcy deceaicd, 
vvherethey uſually cannot knovy the cruti of things, or 
little care vyherher they do or 19, fo chleir fecs be paid, 
vyhere cley ofcen excher take no fecirity at all, orif chey 
do, it may be it i5ſuch that isas you as nothing, vvhere 
every Tapſter or ChamVverlain,&. thic pretends liumſeif 
a Freeman,is legal ſecurity 3 Rouvy many Fatherlefs, Wi- 
dovvs,& orpaans,are utcerly rumedzby ents tne ſcripture 
ſaith, He i wor;e thin an [n{idel that provides #0: for His f.umie 
{y; & to vyhac purpoſe isitin tate times of corruption to 
vvork for children, if men dievvhile cheir children are 
yong,then they chuſe ſome vvhom they expeCt vvil prove 
thepheards to preſerve cue children, bur if they prove 
Wolves,whereis the remedy; if men be ina way of trade, 
i's probable they may have in goods twice or three times 
as much lefc in their hands,as they are really worth,cheſe 
goods the Executors or Overſeers may & ofcen have pro- 
cured means to be appraiſed at half cr one third of the 
value, ſo accordingly they pay debts with a Plene Adm'e 
»:Zavitz theſe poor yong chitdren or ſimple women think 
not of,neither know nor how to prevent it; by chis means 
let a man die that is worth 1090.1, and the Goods in his 
cuſtody worch 3 or 4000,l. his Creditors may be cheated 
of the molt part of their Debts, and his Children lefc 
=p ; a burchen 


"8 BRIE (11) ; 
aburthen to the Pariſh, O F»o/and,Exgland, why doſt thin 
profeſle thy ſelf the moſt ſincere Nation for Chriſtianity on 
tlie Earch, and doſt fuffer thoſe things that the very Hea- 
thens have abhorred? 

ObjeA: But if men were not Contentions, they might (peedi- 
and cheaply try any Suit at Law, it is the fault of froward (pi- 
rits, that cauſe the great charge and delay, and rot ihe Law it 
ſelf : And it ts juſt that the Law ſhould be ch:rgeable,elſe every 
man wild be at ftrife with his Neighbour when the charge were 
litt'e. ; 

Anſv, Ttis true, that injuſtice of one part or other, is un- 
diſputably the cauſe of all difference, for both the Plaintiff 
and Defendant cannot be in the right ; but were the Law 
made according to the mind of God, for puniſhment of 
thoſe that do evil, and for encouragement of thoſe that do 
well,then it would be founded on principles of Juſtice indeed, 
ic would ſuppreſs ſtrife. contention, and debate, it would 
quickly put an end to all ſuits and Controverſies, it would 
not prote& the contentious ſpirits, nor nouriſh their divel- 
liſh nature, it would not tuffer Might to overcome Ripher, 
as uſually ic doth in theſe dayes, ic would not ſhelter great 
Landed men in priſon in the Upper-bench and Fleet, &c. 
that have large,real Eſtates, which they ſpend voluptuouſly 
and riotouſly,whilſt their poorCreditors lie-ſtarving in naſty 
priſons: This is Monſtrum Horrendum, an abomination that 
' + let what will be pretended, for it is not tollerable under the 

- Government of a rightconſtitured Common-wealth, how 
long ſoever it hath been continued. under tyrannicall Mo- 
narchy;But to ſum up all in brief, the Law in the erality 
is unjuſt and irrational the. execution deſperately dangerous 
and chargeable,it is eafier to find a thouſand evils in it, chen 
one true principle in'matter and form. What if an Arturney 
or Councel take cunningly a bribe from an Adverſary, and 
make a compact with-him to. cheat his Clyent,asit is too of- 

ten! practiled,and ſeldome diſcovered. : ig 
' "What if a Jadge accept of a Bribe, and by over-awing the 
Court, carry a caſe againls oP and right 5 if he po: a 
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preſident, may it not be the ground to cheat many after it; 
Itis remarkable,when neicher the letter of the Law,nor rea- 
ſon can carry a buſineſs, then thoſe that are ſubtil Counſel- 
lors, and are highly fed, ( for wichout that nothing can be |. 
expeRed) uſually produce preſidents , and theſe are impoſed 
on the [ury for current Juſtice, when probably the ground 
of them was bribery and baſeneſs, * 

There is Law, Reaſon, or Equicy in England to try & end 
all Ticles , Debts. and Treſpaſſes depending by ſuits in all- 
Courts, or there is not: It there be, lec the Parliament ap- 
point a certain number of knowing men, the moſt _ 
cious they can think of, in ſeveral Cities & Counties to make 
it their ſole buſineſs in a limited time, to hear and determine 
all old ſuits, allowing them a moderate fallary by che pound, 
to be paid by him thart' is found the offendor , and ler' not 
things depend ad infinitum in Courts: There may be as much 
injury ſaffered by the delay of Juſtice , as by denial of Ju- 
ſtice. When all old ſuirsare ended, were there order taken 
in Hundseds and Caunties to have all Lands, Leaſes, Mort- 
gapes regiſtred, and all thoſe that ſhould precend- any ritle, 
to make their claim in ſuch a limited time as in reaſon may 
be thought fic, reſerving ſome exceprions for ſome years for 
children, men in forreign parts, &c. And when all old ſuits 
were ended,all lands regiſtred, and none to be leaſed, fold or 
morgaged, unleſs regiſtred in each'reſpe&ive Hundred with- 
in oneMonth after the contra@,irt would takeaway the caule 
ofmoſt contention;&until the cauſe be taken away, the effet 
will never ceaſe; Havingvfcen diſcoarſed with Lawyers & 0- 
thers,about the delays, burchen and uncertainty of eryals ac 
Law, I very ſeldom fotthd any/averſe 'to Merchants Courts, 
inrezard rhac it is apparent, the affairs and dealings of Mer- 
chants carinot propetly beanderftood bur þyMerchants who 
know the myſterie of Trade; which neither Judge, Connlel, 
nor Gentlemen that never were educatedtherein , cannor 
pollibiy do, for. whac x'ridicalous thing isit;that the Judges 
in Chancery muſt detetmine of Merchants ' Negotiations 
 tranſattet ict forreign parts, which theywnderitang no Nerger 
ha Es ragn 
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then do their ſeats tuey fir 0a: And fo they areas capable ts 
do equity therein, as a blin1 man to ſhoot « Hare: Now if 
Courts of Merchants are moſt, nay, I ſay, abſolutely neceſy 
ſary for deciding of controverſies in commerce, and the rea=- 
ſon given tor it is, becaule they beſt underſtand it : The ſame 
reaſon holds good, that Countrey men, Clothiers, Weavers, 
&c are moſt competent Judges of Countrey affairs of thoſe 
callings they live 07, and underſtand , they berrer know the 
value of treſpaſs thac is committed by Cartel on Corn, &c« 
then do the Citizens that hardly know how Corn groweth. 
Can the people of London,or Maſters of Chancery, judg the 
equity of things ated in Cornwall or Wales , better then the 
chief, able men of the Neighborhood. Now it England were 
ſo happy to have reſpeftive Hyndred-Courts,and no appeals 
to be made further then che Qyarcer-Seſhons, were theſe 
Courts rightly conſtituted, and ſtrict penalcies to be inflicted 
on the receivers of bribes, as cutting off cheir noſes, baniſh- 
ments,orvhe like{which is abſolute neceſſary for a falſe Judg, 
as both a thief & murtherer) where none of the Court ( the 
Regiſter excepted)ſhould continue in power to judg but one 
year togecher, where they ſhould not be Mercenary, where a 
man mighc ſpeak his own cauſe, or employ his friend whom 
he pleaſed, co ipeak for him , there would be then ground ta 
expect Jultice and Equity ſpeedily; there would not be, nei- 
ther rationally could, lying, ſophiltry, or quibbles, co pervert 
the underſtanding of che Court, there being always time deli- 
berately to hear the buſineſs, and cof examine the Witneſſes, 
when the matter was green and new. Wereit ordained that 
allWills ſhould be regiltredin each reſpetiveandred where 
the party had his abode or Trade, that the Overſeers of the 
Pariſh were bound by oath and penalty forchwith co inform 
ſome members of the Court who had power, upon firſt no- 
tice tO appoint one or two able men to cake care for the pre- 
ſervation of the goods of the party deceaſed, That art a cer- 
tain day all che moveables were to be ſold co him rhat would 
give moſt, wirh this reſervation made, thar the Wiſe,children, 
executor or adminiſtracor migat,whea che bigheitpric - _ 
oncre 
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offered , have liberty to [take vl the ſame; that when the 
goods were ſold, the true value were regiſtred in the Court, 
thar no Executor ſhould have any Adminiſtration granted, - 
withour giving fecurity to theCourts liking,of two able men 
beſides bimſelf, that in cafe the Executor neirher could nor 
would give good ſecurity, that then the Conrt ſhould bethe 
Executor, and take care for the diſcharging the Debts, pro- 
viding for the Widow and Children. That the Executor 
ſhould yearly give an account how he did diſpoſe and ma- 
nage the Eſtate to the Court ; how he educated or bred up 
the Children, &c. That if the Court remained in poſſeſlion 
of the Eſtate , then chat it might be lawful for the Widow, 
Children, or Friends, to have redreſs by the Ssſlions-Court 
upon complaint and proof of injary. That the Lands and 
Eſtates of all and cach reſpeRtive perſon in the Hundred, 
were liable to make ſatisfa&ion for any Widows, Fatherleſs, 
or Orphans Eſtate that were put into the wr ends 1 This 
- would make the people take care in the choice of their year- 

ly Court, called Judges, or Juryes, or the like: Now if theſe 
Regiſters of Lands were kept, if the Eſtates of the 
deceafed were ſo to bee ſecured; if all Debts were 
| liable to be recovered in each reſpetive Hundred, this 
would prevent Law-Suits, this would diſable the cunning. 
ſubtile people from finding out ways to cheat their Neigh- 
bours; this would diſcover thoſe that were contentious and 
troubleſom, on which people truly, I think it were but juſt to 
inAict ſome badge of diſgrace, whereas in theſe days, none 
are more encouraged by Lawyers, Counſellors, &c.but thoſe 
that are moft contentious. 
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Right Honowyable, 


] Do do not give this Ticle to flatter & collogue with you, 
but do really hope that your future aftions & defigns will 
make you worthy of it : Ye have now a great and weighty 
work to perform,even the reſtoring to life , the libercy & ſe- 
curity,a dying inſlaved deſtru&ted Nation,whoſe utter ruine 
wil quickly enſue,unlesye work whilſt its day unles you make 
uſe of the preſent opportunity that God hath put into your 
hands: Its not now time for yeto think of framing a Com- 
mon- wealth-Government by any preſident or praQiſes of 
Monarchichal laws.formerly made by King or fingle perſons 
which ſolely tended to preſerve themſelves and their poſte- 
rities in their unlimiced Oppreſſions, Monarchy is an abſo- 
lute Antagoniſt co a free State, and fo areall the Laws, 
and Rules made by Monarchs. The He/landers when they 
reſiſted the Tyranny and Perſecution of the. Spaniſh 
King, (who had a farre more Lepal Title to be their So- 
veraign, then thc late Norman, Scottiſh Familie had to 
be the Eng:iſh) Never conſulced with the Lawes of their 
King to make Fandamen:zals for a Free Stare, they Nobly, 
and Reſolvedly ſhook off all the Props of Tyranny, as 
they had done the Tyrant bimſelf;And to their gallant Re- 
ſolution, God gave ſuch ableſfing, chat from a poor _ 

rable. 


(12) 

rable people,a diſtreſſed State. They are now become Potent, 
rich & dreadful:Ye are now involved in a labyrinth of debrs, 
contrafted by the late Uſurper,not on neceſlity.burt on am- 
bition. The people of the Land are almoſt generally impove- 
riſhed and indebted,and yet we will unavoidably be inforced 
to raiſe great ſums to pay the Arrears of the Army & Fleet: 
Now as ye are neceſlitated yet to continue ſome burihens on 
the people, ſo alſo there is a like neceſsity in point of Juilice 
and prudence for you to eaſe the people of others . The 
Lawyers intereſt tends neither to the Honour,ſafety,nor be- 
nefit of the people, nor your own in particular ; Who have 
been greater Enemies againſt the eltabliſhing a Free-State 
then that Generation ? Who have done and (till co more 
diſcourage the Nation from a.cordial compliance to this Go- 
vernment then they?How often have they cryed up a neceſ- 
ſity of the executing Law in the name of a ſingle perſon,al- 
ledging the Lawsof Eng/and could not be managed any 0- 
ther way, as their intereſt is engaged to Monarchy, ſo let it 
fall with it, let them be condemned out of their own mouths, 
Nec lex eſt juſtice ulla,quam necis artifices arte perry e ſua:Muit 
the people not onely pay for the charge of your Forces by 
Land and Sea, but muſt they pay alſo Millions of Mony year- 
ly to a mercenary,corrupt,uſeleſs generation-of Men, who 
are worſe then theEgyptianCaterpillers,for they devour not 
onely the green leaves, but hundreds of poor Widows, Fa- 
therleſs,and Orphans.Thbeſe are the in{atiate Canibals,whoſe 
Carkafles will never be full gorged with the ſpoil of the poor 
& innocent,until che worm gorgeth himlelf on theirs. 7] hoſe 
Gentlemen of the-Long Robe that are amongſt you I hope 
cannot ſay leſs, then that there is great reaſou to eſe the 
people herein, What if chey have hererofore thriven highly 
by the praciſeof Law, Nunquam ſera eſt ad bonos mores via, 

Are they not thereby the becter able to maintain their Pore 
&garb?1s it not now time to think of their latter end,to ceaſe 
todo evil,and learn to do well? I hope the Proverb will nor 
bold true in them, the older,the more covetous Now its time 
for them and the whole Parliament, unanimouſly and vigo- 

| ! rouſly 


rouſly to do good, to vindicate thei fortner aſmoſt (ſhall f 


ſaydeſervedly)ipk honour and repuration,and to ſecure their 
Eſtates ro their poſtericies:Ye have now the hearts and pur- 
ſes of a.re ſolved honeſt party _ that will not onely make ad- 
drefl yi yoplike-the te addreffes to the flngle Perſon, bar 
wil rp Land fall with you in all juſt things, bot if ye turn 
back. from the ftreight way of.Juſtice,if ye ſcek to make your 
ſelves, Families or Relatigns great by ruining or burthening 
your Country,if ye make or maintain the Lawyers intereſt, 
cara afide the needy from Judgements, and rob the Widow 
and Fatherleſs,. then will ye be ſorſaken by God and all juſt 
men,then.will not your Mountains of Treaſure, nor num- 
bers of Lordſhips, nor fawning flattering Paraſites, any 
wayes help you nor deliver you, Sed meliors ſpero. 
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Y E have once moreereRed the words of Salgs ” quhand 


declared it ought co be Suprema Lex,the Good old 
is now; cryed up: N00: word; and hearts go together it is 


welt,it will be che peoples-profit,your honbur and ſatery;Bur 
if your zeal exceedriot Jehbs's, q will ſignifie nothing; che 
Nation hath beentoo long abuled, and. coufened' by fair 
words, ſo that they begin to: lay, Flo wile trot onely 
ſpeak, bur do usany go0d?who will, prove filch elf-denyers, 
as to prefer the Countries eaſe before-rheir own honour 
or profic ? This is that is expeRed from all ſorts, and fatisfa. 
ction cannot be given tothe people, but by it;Its nor now-a 
timeto cry out for Acts of Indempaity, which will unavoi- 
dably burtþen and puniſh the Innocent, agdilet the guilcy 
go free, will ye have all the corrupt mercenary Creatures of 
the late Tyrants luſt juitified, and all cheir ill gotten goods 
ſecured? is there no pity, remorſe, nor compaſſion dwelling 
in you in tenJerneſs to the undone people? What means all 
your glorious Declarations? What means all your pretences 
of Religion:-Wahatmeens your Faltse will yeunder precence 
of long Prayers, devour Widows Houles, conſider what Faſt 
God requireth at your hands, 1/a.58. 
Bat if at laſt nothing will diverc you from this tream of 
Injuſtice, Give the people who have long fed and cloathed 
jon.fonme ſatisfaction;As ye are willing to excuſe the guilty, 
0 pray let the innocent go free , give the people an'Act of 
Indempnity,end free them from paying all, or. any part of 
Arrears that remain due to you for for your f(ervice in the 
Tyrants uſurpation, eſpecially you chat are the Grandees of 
the Army, who have ſufficiently already gotten by the poor 
Souldicry,in putting a neceſſity on t'1em co ſell their arrears 
to you for a matter of nought) Think no more of inforcing 
or perſwading the Parliameat by your Propoſals which are 
not worth----)to gratify a fingleFamily and intereſt, for do- 
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ing thoſe things that rather $248 puniſhnent; Haveye 
. ſo much pitty ca.a particular brnily, that have a long ſpace 

livedin pride and voluptuouſne(s, and have unwarrantabfe 
boons given ſo to continue, andis there no dram of com- 
paſſion lefr in you co the dying, Rarving Nation, O Tempora, 
Omvres: Neither alone would I have you to: ceafe from preſ- 
ſing theſe chings aforeſaid, but alſo to be inſtrumental to 
remove thoſe grand, needleſs Oppreffions which lye on the 
Nation. Be/you at laſt inſtrumental co free your Countrey 
from the incollerable burchen of the needleſs Lawyers, who 
love none butthiemſelves: Can ye forget that 'they were in 
thelate great ProteCtorian Parliamenr,uſing all means to ore | 
dain Laws'ro hang or baniſh you;and ſhall they now be pro- 
refted in-ruining che Countrey by you? God forbid, Surely 
is ſufficient for the people to payMillionsyearty ro maintan 
theArmy and Navy, and not to pay Millions yearly to that 
opprefling azedle(s generation. Iſhould wonder what ſpirits 
do poſſes you, if you now art laſt after all the conviction thae 
youhave declared, fhould'rhink on nothing} but cloathing 
your ſelves in vanity, in raiſing your Families to high Eſtates 
ininſulting over your brethren, the people of che Land,who 
have not Bread to ear, nor clothes to cover their nakedneſs. ' 
It's probable ( andleſs then which I expe not ) that there 
will be many,or ſome among you that wil paſſionately diſre- 
liſh cheſe Lines, butif I am become your Enemy for telling 
you the truth, let it be ſo, fe me ad/um qui feci in me conver- 
tit» ferram, Thif\knoct bat thatmany others as welt as-my 
ſelf, will till diſreliſh ſelf-ſeeking and oppreſſion in you, as 
well as they did did in the Kigg, ProteRor, &c, Let England 
never have cauſe to cry out with the Poet, Rara fides probitaſ- 
a, viris qui caſtra ſequntur. 
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A ord to the Lawyers, 


VG have plowed Wickedneſs, ye have reaped iniquity, ye- 
have eaten the fruit of lyes, Hoſea-10:13: The ſpoil. of. 
the poor and fatherlels is in your Houſes; ye are weighed in 
the ballance of Juſtice, ye are found as light as chef, there is 
a wind riſen up that will blow your Intereſt into the Land of 
Oblivion, all the miſchiefs and evils that ye bave done in ſe- 
ctet, are now diſcovered on the Houſe top: The:cryes of the 
wronged and oppreſſed, the lamentations of che Widows, 
Fatherleſs and Orphans, God hath heard. Your Wickedneſs 
is now like the Amorites, at the height; the Sword of Juſtice 
is ready to-cut it down; the Decree is paſſed againſt yourle- 
$al Robberies, ſtrive therefore now.to learn Peace and Pati- 
ence;and an honeſterCalling,this will be your benefit: & con- 
tent, Burt if ye ſtill will refſt and gainſay , know this, chat 
aſſuredly you will periſh-in the Attempt. EIS 


